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'The Woodlands,' by J. LinneJ, 220 guineas; lot 79, ( A Brawling 
Stream,' by Creswick, 100 guineas. 

The British Government has, through a committee of the 
Council on Education, recently issued new regulations for the 
purpose of affording facilities to small country towns and dis- 
tricts to enable them to have elementary drawing taught in 
schools for the poor. 

FOREIGN OBITUARY. 

Johann Christian Clausen Dahl. — This distinguished 
landscape-painter was born at Bergen, in Norway, February 
24, 1788, and died October 14, 1857, in Dresden, in which city 
he has resided since 1818. His father followed the pursuit of 
a sailor, and thus prevented from attending to the education of 
his boy, he placed him under the care of a clergyman. Dahl 
passed his childhood in the home of this friendly servant of 
God, who at first intended Mm for the sphere of theology, but 
caused him to be instructed in the art of design as soon as he 
became aware of the young man's artistic predilections. From 
1804 to 1809 he passed, as an apprentice, into the atelier of an 
artist of the name of Moller, and at the expiration of that 
period he began to execute several portraits and other small 
paintings In 1811 he succeeded in gaining admittance to the 
Copenhagen Academy of Fine Arts, and here his taste for the 
higher regions of landscape-painting was supplied with a solid 
substratum of technical knowledge. At the Copenhagen exhi- 
bition of 1814 and 1815 his productions began to attract the 
notice of the lovers of Art. In 1818 he removed to Dresden. 
Here his reputation was established by a landscape represent- 
ing Norwegian rock scenery with a cataract, which was brought 
before the public at the exhibition of 1819. In the following 
year he was elected member, and in 1821 professor of the Dres- 
den Academy. In the interval he visited the Tyrol, Naples, 
and Rome, in company with the king of Denmark, Christian VIII,, 
and here, in the lands of the Arts, a fresh impulse was given to 
his genius. At Rome he became acquainted with Thorwaldsen, 
Brondstett, and other magnates, many of whom intrusted him 
with commissions for landscapes. His works are distinguished 
not only by a remarkable fidelity to nature, but, above all, by 
poetical truthfulness. His most celebrated work, " A Coast 
View near his native place, Bergen," was purchased by the 
present king of Sweden, and presented by him to the Museum 
of that town. His great "Shipwreck," his "Eruption of 
Vesuvius," and " Ancient Scandinavian Tombs and Monu- 
ments," are in the gallery of the king of Denmark. Three of 
his pictures of fir forests — one with a river, the other during a 
storm, and the third with a rainbow — are at Copenhagen. In 
the possession of the Duke of Saxe-Meiningen and king of 
Saxony, and scattered over Saxon collections, are some of his 
Tyrol landscapes, also his " Bay of Copenhagen," his " Bridge 
of Dresden," his " View of Dresden," and his famous picture 
of Saxon Switzerland (Die Bastei). Some of his Norwegian 
landscapes are in Italy, especially in the gallery of the Duke 
of Lucca, while others, including lib celebrated " View of 
Vietri," — the Island of Capri, are the most remarkable of them 
all ; a small picture representing the sea near Mount Pausilippo, 
in moonlight, with fisher-barks, and Vesuvius in the distance, 
are in the collections of Hall and Friedlander, at Berlin. His 
picture of the "Eruption of Vesuvius in 1821" is in the private 
collection of a country gentleman near Leipsic. Among his 
famous pictures, "A Great "Winter Landscape of Zealand^ 
Prestoe and Wordinborg^" also deserves special mention. Most 



of his other pictures are in Norway and Saxony, but some of 
them found their way to England, Poland, Russia, to Bremen] 
Prague, Cologne, in fact, all over Europe. Dahl's picturesque 
landscapes present a noble addition to the nineteenth century's 
knowledge and lore of the time-hallowed regions of the North- 
land. Dahl possessed, in a high degree, the most charming 
characteristic of the true artist — modesty and apparent uncon- 
sciousness of his own genius> 
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THE CENTURY FESTIVAL. 

The Century Club, on the 6th of January last, on the occa- 
sion of the inauguration of its new building, held a Twelfth- 
night Festival, which stands forth prominently among the 
pleasant" social entertainments of the winter. The whole build- 
ing, like the baronial hall of the olden time, was devoted to the 
festivities. Before we mention the order of entertainment, we 
must glance at the elegant reception-room on the second story, 
a magnificent apartment that well illustrates architecturally and 
decoratively, the artistic spirit which animates the club. This 
room is 28 by 48 feet in area, and is 18 feet high, lighted by 
three windows on one side, and a fine sky-light. Over the en- 
trance door is an orchestra-balcony, and at either end are richly 
carved mantels of continuous design extending to the ceiling, 
forming a rich frame for the mirrors. The ceiling is divided 
into panels, the central compartment being the skylight ; the 
decorations of which are painted in distemper, representing alle- 
gorically Painting, Sculpture, Music, aud Architecture; and 
under the cornice are a series of panels, arranged to form a 
frieze, into which it is intended to insert the portraits of distin- 
guished members of the club. The walls are hung with crim- 
son hangings, and the windows with rich deep blue cui^jm; 
the furniture, of black walnut, being covered with a ^HE 1 
of the same color as the curtains; the chandeliers and bracSets 
are of elegant and appropriate design, likewise the carpet, the 
whole forming an apartment that may be referred to as a model 
of decorative taste and refinement. On the occasion of this 
Twelfth-night festival the walls were adorned with several pic- 
tures, including " The Dorcas Society," by Mr. Lang ; " Hester 
and Little 1 Pearl;" by Mr. Lentze" ; " Hagar and Ishmael," by Mr. 
Gray; " A View in South America," by Mr. Church; "Lake 
Nemi," by Mr. Gifford; "Primeval. Forest," by Mr. Dnrand; 
" Bashbish Fall " and " View near Newport," by Mr. Kensett; 
"Portrait of a Lady," by Mr. Baker; a " "Winter Scene," by 
Mr. Gignoux. Added to these was a throne erected nnder the 
great window, upon which were placed two chairs elaborately 
carved in the richest style of Belgian workmanship. The room 
being brilliantly illuminated, and thus prepared for the recep- 
tion of guests, the honored President of the Century stood at the 
spacious entrance to receive them as they arrived. At half- 
past ten o'clock, the company had assembled, when the Herald, 
richly clothed in an official costume, approached the President 
and handed him a baton of office, and then preceded him to 
the foot of the throne making way among the crowd as 
he passed. The President announced that an election for King 
and Queen of Twelfth-night would take, place according to 
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time-honored usage, and he directed the Herald to make procla- 
mation to that effect, which doty that officer performed with a 
blast of his trumpet, calling upon the assembly to attend 
to this angast ceremony. The election was held in keep- 
ing with ancient form, the symbols of the royal office 
being deposited in a Twelfth-night cake, which was cut up 
and handed around on massive silver salvers. During this, 
ceremony and the proceedings of election, the whole court 
advanced in procession, an imposing retinue of characteristic 
personages, with pages in white satin, bearing the two crowns 
on splendid red cushions. The Herald then stepped forward, 
and presented to the President a large state document, which, 
on being unrolled, was announced to be the certificate of elec- 
tion of the King and Queen of Twelfth-night; this was read by 
the President, after which be directed it to be proclaimed by 
the Herald. The proclamation was made with great formality 
in the midst of the cheers and rejoicings of the loyal and 
delighted assembly. The King and Queen elect advanced, and 
were received by the President rising; they Neere then robed 
by the lords and ladies in waiting, upon which the President 
kissed her Majesty's hand, and retired from the throne. His 
Majesty invested the Queen with the order of the Century, 
after which the orchestra struck up the air of God Save the 
Queen, the choristers singing appropriate and original words, 
and the entire assembly accompanying them. His Majesty 
addressed his liege subjects in a very dignified manner, and 
then called upon the officers of the crown. The Lord Chancel- 
lor, in his robes of state, stepped forward, and addressed the 
throne substantially, as follows : 

Mat it please Your Majesty : 

I congratulate your Majesty on the auspicious event which 
has raised your Majesty to the throne of your royal ancestors. 

The Cakes upon which your Majesties' throne is founded, afford 
sure guaranties that it can never crumble into ruin. 

I congratulate your Majesty on the general prosperity of the realm. 

It is true a smart commercial crisis has swept over the nation, but 
Lone no injury to those whose property was in gold and silver, 
phstanding the crisis, these precious metals retain their usual 
value'throughoufc your Majesty's dominions. 

The receipts into your Majesty's exchequer during the past year 
were three hundred. and sixty-one millions, and the expenditures dur- 
ing the same period were six hundred and ninety-two millions, leav- 
ing the small deficiency of three hundred and thirty-one millions to 
he added to the national debt — which sum is but a slight addition to 
the easy burden of your Majesty's most patient and- loyal subjects. 

The causes of this increase to the national debt are threefold : 

First. — To the enormous importation of crinolines for the adorn- 
ment of the ladies of her Majesty's household. 

Secondly. — To the vast importation of foreign wines, tobacco, and 
the works of the old masters by your Majesty's loyal male subjects. 

And, Thirdly. — To the expenditures for the building and furnishing 
of tho new Royal Palace, erected for your Majesty's use and conve- 
nience, and which we now have the honor of inaugurating on this 
glorious and auspicious occasion. 

With regard to the first of these causes, it ia humbly recommended 
to your Majesty to cause a law to be passed limiting the extension of 
the crinoline to a circumference of fifty yards, and also the passage of 
a sumptuary law, restricting your subjects to ten bottles of wine per 
diem— always excepting from its pains and penalties your Majesty's 
most faithful and devoted Lord Chancellor, who shall be unrestricted 
in the number he may require in wbiuh to drink the health of your 
most excellent Majesty. 

The expenditures on the new royal palace, erected under the super- 



vision of your Majesty's Board of -Commissioner*, consisting of the 
Lord Harry Pierson, Earl Rossiter, and your Majesty's renowned 
architect, Sir Joseph Wells, have exceeded the estimates in the trifling 
sura of thirty millions. 

This sum has been adequately provided for by being merged into 
the national debt, which has given great satisfaction to your 
Majesty's subjects— as it removes the burden from themselves to 
their descendants. 

I am proud to be able to congratulate your Majesty on the happy 
progress which has been made throughout your realm, in Learning, 
Science, and the Arts. 

By your Majesty's command, the highest dignities of the State have 
been conferred on a number of your subjects for their eminent services 
to the cause of Literature, Art, and Government 

These gifted men add glory and dignity to your reign, and a lustre 
to the age in which they live. 

The administration of justice and the law is most perfect through- 
out your Majesty's realm. Crime is now unknown, and dishonesty 
meets its rapid and appropriate reward. 



it is trui 
ijtffetooe 



The system of internal improvement, projected by your Majesty's 
command, has been successfully completed. The railroad which 
unites your Majesty's Castle of Tilletudlem with the port* of Com- 
raunipaw is in excellent condition. Its cost has been greater than 
was anticipated, but the deficiency has been met by an issue *of third 
mortgage bonds, which were negotiated on very favorable terms. 
The first and second mortgage bonds will not be issued until an antici- 
pated contingency occurs. The receipts during the past year fell 
short of the expenditures by the small sum of twenty millions, but 
with the reserve of unnegotiated bonds on hand that sum will be 
amply provided for without any further aid from your Majesty's royal 
exchequer. 

We congratulate your Majesty that you are at peace with all the 
world 

We have assurances from your royal allies of the most friendly dis- 
position, and it wilt be the duty and the pleasure of your Majesty's 
ministers to promote the good feelings which now exist. 
* * * * * 

The fair lady who shares your Majesty's throne, and whose beauty 
and accomplishments have won the hearts and the affections of all 
your Majesty's subjects, will receive the homage of our undivided 
loyalty. 

The noble retinue of brilliant and accomplished ladies who surround 
the throne, will continue to give Bplendor and magnificence to her 
court. 

Long may your Majesties reign in the affections of a loyal people — 
and may your throne- remain, as it now is, the pride and glory of the 
Century in which we live. 

God Bave the Queen I . . 

After this speech, which was most graciously received, the 
King called upon his poet laureates, whereupon the two jesters, 
in their motley garb, arose, and announced, in alternate rhymes, 
that the various poets were all absent or abroad: Bryant in 
Spain, Halleck on the Sound, Bayard Taylor in Germany, 
teaching his Saxon wife English, and Allan Butler with 
"Nothing to Wear." They then encouraged each other to 
undertake to supply all deficiencies. They accordingly pro- 
ceeded in a spirited, brilliant, and witty versified dialogue, to 
allude rapidly to all the prominent follies of the day, ending 
with a ludicrous parody of the witches* incantation-scene 
throwing in corporation contracts, American plays from France, 
politicians' pledges, railroad bubbles, and other salient points 
of political and social interest. After this their majesties 
invited their loyal subjects present to a banquet, themselves 
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leading tlie way in procession to the room below, decorated in 
true baronial style, the hall hung with countless banners, and 
the insignia of the chase, such as elk and stag-horns and skins 
of buffaloes, bears, leopards, panthers, etc., with magnificent 
suits of genuine antique armor, and a splendid collection of 
ancient swords, lances, and maces. All this was harmonized 
by a soft, rosy light as it came into the room, tempered by the 
numerous transparencies. The banquet was served at the end 
of the apartment, the King and Queen sitting in antique chairs, 
and the rest of the company generally standing, except such 
ladies as chose to find accommodation in large adjoining apart- 
ments. The luxurious table was arranged in truly regal style, 
abundantly supplied, on a complete and very elegant silver ser- 
vice. The interspersion of gilding and superb flowers, the 
mingling of colors on the royal board spread out beneath the 
beautiful painting, representing a Twelfth-night procession 
in the Middle Ages, together with the banners, devices, mottoes, 
and transparencies, displayed upon the walls of the room, all 
presented a striking and -harmonious effect, and a highly 
imposing scene. The festivities were lengthened into a late 
hour of the night, some of the graver personages retiring 
between twelve and one. Beauty, over which the fair Queen 
presided, did, indeed, grace the Century that night, and not 
only beauty, but men and women distinguished in Art, Litera- 
ture, and Music, including a strong representation of the 
Bench and the Bar, for all these avocations were fully and 
powerfully represented. — 

Having thus glanced at the prominent points of this charm- 
ing festival, it will not be deemed inappropriate to mention that 
for the artistic elements of its attractiveness, the Century and 
its guests were indebted chiefly to Mr. Louis Lang, who 
designed and painted the "Procession in the Middle Ages," 
and other transparencies, and whose taste and knowledge 
directed the arrangement of the entire system of decoration. 
To Mr. Joseph 0. Wells is also due much of the pleasure of the 
evening. The beautiful reception-room was designed and com- 
pleted under his superintendence^ and it elicited the most 
unqualified admiration. 

THE ABTISTS' BE0EPTION8. 

The first of the series of Artists' Keceptions took place iu 
Dodsworth's Building, on the evening of the 8th January, 
according to announcement. It proved to he a decided success ; 
the company being more numerous, and the contribution of works 
of Art much larger tlian was anticipated. The Association of 
Artists, under whose auspices these agreeable and useful en- 
entertainments are given, consists of the following gentlemen : 
Messrs. Greene, Hall, Bellows, J. W. Hill, J. H. Hill, Wenzler, 
Heine, Blondell, Baker, Pope, Robertson, Dod worth, Tait, J. M. 
Hart, Stone, Hicks, Church, Staigg, Hubbard, A. B. Durand, 
Lazarus, Carpenter, Gott, Phillips, Carter, J. Thompson, Rowse, 
Rossiter, Sonntag, Gray, Miguot, Colyer, W. Hart, Hayes, Caf- 
ferty, Sliattuck, Richards, Oolman, Ehninger, Stillman, Kensett, 
Blauvelt, Nichols, Gignoux, "Wotherspoon, Edmonds and Darley :' 
all were represented by one or more of their respective 
productions. In addition to the works contributed by the 
artists above named, several came from other sources, including 
pictures from Miss Freeman and Mrs. Greatorex, and Messrs. 
Gifford, Innes, Varley, Hitchings, Falconer, and Parsons, and 
from several Boston artists, Messrs. F. H. Lane, Rondell, and 
Movilier. A reputed original sketch by Gainsborough was 
among the contributions, also pictures by R. Flenry,Diaz, Sully, 



and Cole. Mr. Ruxton courteously loaned " The Light of the 
"World," by Holman Hunt, from the British collection, and Mr. 
Frodsham several pictures from the French collection, including 
" Portrait of Rosa Bonheur," by Dubufe ; the " Laundress," by / 
Ed. Frere ; the " Chess-players, '* by Meissonnier ; the " Fisher- 
man's Rest," by Le Poitevin ; and a landscape by Lambinet, 
called " Banks of the Thames ;" there was also a " Moonlight at 
Sea," by Achenbach. The paintings, sketches, drawings, etc., 
exhibited, numbered two hundred and thirty. In addition to 
these, several portfolios, containing water-colors, were on hand, 
and photographs of works by celebrated artists. 

The pictures and sketches were arranged on the sides and 
ends of the spacious hall, upon screens, each screen having 
affixed to it the name of the artist to whom it was appropriated. 
In the centre of the room were divans, and at the upper end 
was a piano and music-stands. A choice concertj indeed, was 
to have forured a part of the evening's entertainment; but, 
owing to the excitement, we presume, which this novel occa- 
sion produced, and the interest of the numerous attractions 
upon the walls, and in the midst of the audience, music, for 
once, did not receive its due. 

A company like that which honored this reception, is 
rarely brought together in this city in behalf of Art. Among 
the artists, we noticed one whdm all men love to honor, the- 
first President of the National Academy of Design— Professor 
S. F. B. Morse,— the Hon. G. O. Verplanck, "Peter Parley," 
H. T. Tuckerman, Karl Formes, Alice and Phcehe Gary, R. H. 
Stoddard; the Rev. Drs. Bellows, Chapin, Farley, and Gillett ; 
Judges Edmonds, Mitchell, and Daly ; and of the Press, Messrs. 
Richard Grant White, 0. F. Briggs, R. Storrs Willis, Thayer, etc 

The second reception will take place February 12th (see adver- 
tisement), when an entire new collection of works of Art will 
be exhibited; there will also be & fine orchestra in attendance. 
This description of entertainment is highly successful'm Lon- 
don, and it has produced the best results. It is one peculiarly 
adapted to our community, being informal and inexpensive, 
requiring no cumbrous preparation on the part of giia 
artists, we do not know how Art can be better amalgj 
with our social system than in this way. It is Pirt 
duty to state that the Association and their guests werejffceatly 
indebted to Mr. Dodworth, who, in the most liberal manner, 
furnished the room and music as his contribution towards tho 
pleasure of the occasion. 

DOMESTIC AST GOSSIP. 

The British Exhibition has closed, the collection having been 
removed to the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, in 
Philadelphia. We bespeak for it the best attention of the 
numerous lovers of Art in that city.— Mr. Aspinwall's 
" Murillo," called " The Conception," is deservedly one of the 
special attractions of the city at present, besides being one of 
its most valuable Art-treasures. Of its originality there can be 
no doubt ; if its history was unknown, its intrinsic excellence 
would reveal the characteristics and power of the master. In 
connection with this picture we would state that the reported 
sum paid for it ($30,000) is grossly exaggerated. — The Belmont 
collection draws crowds of visitors; it will remain on-extubi* 
tion until the first of March. 

Bostos, January 15tft, 1S58. 
Dear Crayon: 

There is little hope that Powers' long expected statue of 
Webster will ever be heard from ; the vessel which bore it was 
probably lost weeks ago. A oopy of the Nydja has at length 
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arrived io Boston, and is to be seen at the house of its owner, 
Mr. Bates, of Mount Vernon street. The Boston artists are as 
industrious as ever. Mr. Frost has on exhibition at A. A. Childs', 
'Tremont Bow, a painting from scenery in the vicinity of Lake 
TJrabagog, which is said to be the best thing he has ever done. 
Mr. Gerry has, at his studio in Mercantile Building, two large 
and beautiful pictures, which he has just finished from sketches 
made at North Conway. Mr. "Wheelock is exhibiting at his 
rooms in the same place a -fine collection of water color paint- 
ings, which are to be sold on Saturday. At "Cotton's," on 
"Washington street, are "A Portrait,"' by W. M. Brackett; 
''Off the Kocks at Neponset," by Mr. Griggs; "A Marine," 
by Van Beest ; and another by Bradford ; " The Old Mill," by 
Mrs. Darrell; and a "Crayon Head," by Barry. On the 13th 
instant, the Boston Art Club held their annual meeting, and 
elected the following officers for the ensuing year : S. L. Gerry, 
President; Gilbert Atwood, Vice-President ; John C. Kobin- 
son, Treasurer; Fred. D. Williams, Corresponding Secretary; 
Edwin Lee Brown, Recording Secretary. During the meeting 
resolutions were passed highly complimentary to the late Presi- 
dent of the Club, Benjamin F. Champney, who, I regret to 
say, is again seriously ill, and so much so, that there is little 
probability of his being able to resume his professional labors 
this winter. Miss Sarah Clarke has a studio in Dr. Dix's new 
hotel. Mr, Ordway is painting a. portrait of ex-Governor 
"Williams, of Maine. $. 

Ax a meeting of the Boston Art Club, held January 13, 1858, it 
was voted that the thanks of the Club be presented to those artists 
and owners of pictures in New York, whose contributions to the late 
exhibition of the Club, in conjunction with the Boston AthenEeum, 
added' so much to its success; and that the same be transmitted to 
them through the columns of the Crayon. 

The Cljib would also express their acknowledgments to their agents 
in New York, Messrs. Louis B,. Menger & Co., 12 Dey street, for the 
very prompt and efficient manner in which they have conducted the 
business intrusted to them by the Club during the past year. 
J|^few F. D. Williams, 

^^^K Cor. Secretary, B. A. C. 

VP«^14A, 18B8. 

^d Philadelphia, January, 1898. 

" Mk. Craig, of Pitsburgh, has recently finished, and forwarded 
to tb£ Washington Exhibition, a large picture, which will add 
greatly to his advancing reputation. George C. Lambdin has 
just completed a small picture, which has excited much atten- 
tion and admiration. - The subject is a female invalid, who is 
supposed to be under the necessity of exertion for tho support 
of herself and child. She lies upon her back in bed, engaged 
in working crochet, her young child sitting on the bed beside 
her, amused by a book. The picture is full of tender and touch- 
ing sentiment, and awakes a deep impression upon the specta- 
tor. Alexander Lawrie, who has been studying in Dnsseldorf 
for the last two and a half years, lias recently returned, and 
taken a studio in this city. Mr. Perry, who, as American consul 
at Venice, has made himself well known to American visitors to 
that glorious old city, has also returned to this country, and 
will shortly locate himself in Philadelphia, so that yon will see 
there is likely to be a strong preponderance of figure-painters 
among our smalt band of artists." 



The following resolutions did not come to hand in time for 
publication in our last number : 

Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. 
Philadelphia, X>ec. 14, 1847. 

At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the Pennsylvania Aca- 
demy of Fine Arts, the following resolutions, offered by Mr. J. K. 
Lambdin, were unanimously adopted. 

Resolved. — That this Academy unite in the general sentiment of 
sincere regret expressed by all lovers of Art, and indeed by our whole 
community, at the early death of Thomas Crawford, the distin- 
guished American sculptor. 

Resolved. — That this institution will ever remember with pride that 
his name stood high among its Honorary members, and that he always 
evinced a warm interest in its prosperity, and sought to contribute to 
its further advancement, and to further its efforts for the promotion of 
Art 

Resolved. — That although his successful career has been arrested by 
the hand of death, at the moment when the brilliancy of his genius 
and the maturity of his skill were beginning to offer the noblest 
evidences of his successful industry and elevated ambition, it was yet 
sufficiently long to give to the lovers of Art the example of his high- 
minded and generous nature, in the cultivation of its pursuits, and to 
leave to the American people a name that will hold a conspicuous 
rank among the artists of our age. 

Resolved. — That a committee be appointed to communicate these 
resolutions to Mrs. Crawford, with an expression of sincere sympathy 
from the members of the Board. 

It was then ordered that the committee consist of the President and 
Messrs. Lambdin, Stevenson, and Towne. 



BOOK NOTICES. 



To CobrsspOHDBJTTS.— " M. E. W." reached us too late to be made available for 
the present number.— "Entire Pallette" will appear in the next number ; also 
"The Idea of a Picture," and a notice of Rauch. 



Stories and Legends op Travel and History for Children. 
By Grace Greenwood. Boston. 1857. Ticknor & Fields. 

There is much effected by familiarity. If objects of taste are 
constantly before even children, they imperceptibly Become 
capable of rejecting what is not such. If the old adage be true, 
that a people can be moulded by the maker of their ballads, it 
holds equally that children can be formed by the books that are 
their holiday gifts. The book in hand is an example of our lat- 
ter-day progress in preparing libraries for the young. It is not 
written in a baby-talk style, and gives the youthful mind a little 
necessary self-assurance, by showing.it that it is presumed to 
have learned something of history already. Its engravings have 
an entire absence of coarse flauntine?s, and are designed (by 
John Andrew) with a care and delicacy, that is too often only 
confined to works for maturer eyes. "We only wish the gilt of 
the binding had been as chaste. 

Parthenia; or, the Last Days* of Paganism. By Eliza Buck 
minster Lee. Boston : Ticknor & Fields. 1857. 

Tnis book embraces the life of Julian, the Apostate Emperor, 
bnt derives its name from a priestess of Pallas, at Athene 
who becomes a convert to Christianity subsequently at Aniioch. 
A smooth, idiomatic style and faithfulness of historic delinea- 
tion distinguish it more than anyinterest tho story has. The 
descriptions are, perhaps, sometimes too parenthetical,. afford- 
ing little addition to the effect upon the reader. The author pro- 
fesses not to have drawn largely upon her imagination, and, 
indeed, all but the details of a slight plot may be found in the 
corresponding chapters of Gibbon and Milman. She has 
worked history into the guise of romance, rather than given to 
romance the specious semblance of history. The book is 
accordingly instructive, and capable of good influences. 



